
ROUND #5.1 MAFL 2008 PAGE 1

MAFL
2008

20th April
Round #5.1 2008

Looking at football
from a different

point of view



Pre-Season 2008, No.1ROUND #5.1 MAFL 2008 PAGE 2

ROUND #5.1 MAFL 2008 PAGE 2

Results in Review
MAFL Funds

Most Investors were again forced to wait until the last wagered-upon game of
the round before experiencing anything resembling joy, with the Tigers
comfortably securing our Line Fund bet despite allowing the Bulldogs to score
the last 19 points of the game to snatch an unlikely draw.

Joy, however, should have been ours almost 24 hours sooner when the Pies
saw fit to emulate Port’s effort of last weekend in surrendering a match-
winning lead in the final term.

Brisbane, too, were not without their chances to beat the Hawks or at least to
stay within 7 points of them and so secure our Line Bet. The same can’t be said
for either the Dons or the Dees, wagers upon which, were they subject to
consumer protection legislation, would surely have been refundable on the
basis that they were clearly not as advertised and demonstrably not fit for
purpose.

Overall, the damage is far from terminal, as the table at right shows (and the
pain is now a little more equally spread). In total this season we’ve now had 16
bets for 4 wins and 12 losses, which is about 1 or 2 wins fewer than I would have expected at this point.

Tipping
Overall, this was the best round yet for tipsters, though it also produced the
greatest variability in performance: the average score was 5.58 correct tips and the
standard deviation was 1.00 tips. A summary of the score distribution appears in
the table at right.

The Bulldogs/Tigers draw knocked ½ tip off the score of all tipsters, and the
Carlton, Port Adelaide and Roos victories did most of the remainder of the damage.
The worst result – just 3½ correct tips from 8 – was recorded by MM32 through MM35.

BKB continues to lead the season overall, now on 29½ from 40 (73.8%), followed by Chi, on his own, on 28½
from 40 (71.3%), then 7 tipsters (MM16, SM3, SM4, SM5, SM6, the Simplified Über Model and MARS) all on
27½. In last place, on 21½ from 40, is MM35. The running totals for all tipsters appear in pictorial form in
Appendix 1.

Average Absolute Prediction Error
Chi had a sensational round in terms of AAPE, recording an average absolute prediction error of just 17.5
points per game in Round 5, dragging his season average to just over 30 points per game (he’s at 30.3).

BKB now sits at 29.5 and Quila is at 31.2.

Even and Odd Total Scores

Wagering markets do exist in Australia that
allow you to wager, at even money, on
whether the total number of points scored in
a game will be even or odd.

To profit from a strategy of consistently
choosing either ‘Even’ or ‘Odd’, at $1.90 prices
you’d need the percentage for Evens to be
lower than 47.4% (in which case wagering
consistently on ‘Odds’ would be profitable) or
higher than 52.6% (in which case wagering
consistently on ‘Evens’ would be profitable).
Surprisingly, the opportunity for season-wide
profitability has emerged in 4 of the past 9 seasons (and very nearly in a fifth). Unfortunately, some years the
right strategy has been ‘Evens’ and in other years ‘Odds’.

Even more surprisingly, this season 70% of all contests have produced Even total scores, a result that is
statistically significant at the 1% level. Still, chances are it’s merely a random aberration …
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Team Quarter-by-Quarter Analysis
As usual, the tables below show how each team is performing on a quarter-by-quarter basis.

Bucking convention and looking firstly at the lower set of tables:

The Roos remain undefeated in 1st quarters, as do the Hawks in 2nd and 4th quarters.
 The Bulldogs are undefeated in 4th quarters.
Conversely, Freo are yet to win a 1st term, the Eagles are yet to win a 2nd term, Carlton are yet to win
a final term, and Melbourne, remarkably, are yet to win a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd term.

Turning next to the upper set of tables:

Carlton’s final term performances are all that stands between them and a spot in the 8. If games
finished at the end of the 1st, 2nd or 3rd terms, the Blues would currently be in the top 8, in either 5th

or 7th position.
Similarly, if games finished at the end of the 2nd or 3rd quarters, Collingwood would be 8th or 3rd.
If games finished at the end of the 1st term, West Coast would be 8th.
Richmond are the antithetical Blues. It’s the Tigers’ final term performances that, generally, have put
them in the top 8. They’re somewhere between 10th and 13th in terms of their performance at the end
of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd quarters.
Adelaide have secured a top 8 spot on the strength of their 2nd and  4th term performances. Their
performances as at the end of the 1st and 3rd quarters would place them only 9th.
Lastly, amongst the teams currently in the top 8, the Bulldogs would drop to 9th if, instead, places
were based on half-time scores.
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The table at right shows the number of total quarters won, drawn
and lost for every team.

The correlation between the rankings in this table and those of the
competition ladder is now extremely high (+0.97), and the only team
with a ranking differing by 3 places or more is Richmond, who are 5th

here but 8th on the competition ladder.

It’s interesting to note that the teams that are ranked in the top half
are those that have won more than one half of the quarters in which
they’ve participated, albeit just over one half in the case of the 8th-
placed Lions.

Team Ratings Update
This week saw much smaller movements in the MARS Predictor Ratings, the largest being that recorded by
Carlton in toppling the Dees, and the second largest stemming from the Cats’ 42 point win over the Swans.

The table at left has the
Ratings details. The top 4
teams now have about a 6
point cushion over
Collingwood who, in turn,
have almost a 2½ point
lead over the Roos.

Immediately after the Pies
the ratings table gets quite
congested, with only about
3 points separating the
next 5 teams.

There’s only been one change in the composition
of the MARS Top 8 this week: Port Adelaide have
re-entered and the Lions have dropped out.

So, the current predicted Final 8 is:
1. Geelong (no change)
2. Sydney (no change)
3. Hawthorn (no change)
4. Adelaide (no change)
5. Collingwood (no change)
6. Kangaroos (up 1)
7. Port Adelaide (up 2)
8. Western Bulldogs (down 2)

Six of these eight teams are also in the top 8 on the
competition ladder. The exceptions are Collingwood and Port Adelaide who, in the MARS System, are
currently taking the places of St Kilda and Richmond.
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To finish with, here’s the current competition table with some extra features that you don’t always get in
other tables.

(Acc% is simply Goals For / (Goals For + Behinds For). I’d subtract Rushed Behinds from the denominator if
I could find a readily available source of the data.)

Using this table it’s possible to calculate the rank correlations
that appear in the table at right.

These seem to suggest that, so far this season, defence has
been slightly more important than attack.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

When previously I’ve analysed quarter-by-quarter performance I’ve generally found that the 3rd quarter is
the ‘money’ quarter – the one that’s most indicative of a team’s success. There are some early signs that this
might not be the case this year and we’ll look at this in some detail in the next newsletter.

‘til then,

Tony

20 April 2008
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Appendix 1 : Cumulative Tipping Performance – All Tipsters


